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Purpose of Summer Reading 

Reading is a lifelong learning activity; there-

fore, it is imperative that students continue 

to read through the summer break. The pur-

pose of summer reading at Ben L. Smith High 

School is to promote good reading skills that 

will be beneficial to all classes through inde-

pendent reading.  

Reading Requirements 

Smith High School students are required to 

read the selection from the book list that 

pertains to their course description. The 

books are on the approved Guilford County 

Reading List. These books can be obtained 

from the public and school libraries, through 

online sources, and local bookstores.  They 

can also be checked out at the school. 

All students are required to complete the 

assignment on the other side of this brochure 

after reading the required book. The assign-

ment is due within the first ten days of the 

fall or spring semester, depending on if the 

student is taking English in the fall or spring.  

*Students who transfer /enroll late will be 

given four-weeks upon enrollment to com-

plete the  assignment.  

 

Reading List 
 
*NINTH GRADE* 

 
College Prep and Honors English I 
Read the following text: 

A Raisin in the Sun– Lorraine Hansberry 
 
*TENTH GRADE* 

 
College Prep English II:  
Read the following text: 

Farwell to Manzanar-  
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston & James D. Houston  
 
Honors/Pre-IB English II:  
Read the following text: 

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings– Maya Angelou 
 
*ELEVENTH GRADE* 
 
College Prep and Honors English III  
Read the following text: 

Into the Wild- Jon Krakauer  
A Thousand Splendid Suns– Khaled Hosseini   
  
 
AP English and IB English Only  
Read the applicable text: 

Their Eyes Were Watching God-  
Zora Neale Hurston (AP Only) 
 
Into The Wild- Jon Krakauer (IB Only) 
 
 
*TWELFTH GRADE* 
 
College Prep and Honors English IV  
Choose from the following texts: 

Frankenstein– Mary Shelley or 
1984- George Orwell 
 
AP English and IB English Only   
Read the applicable text: 

Kite Runner- Khaled Hosseini (AP Only) 
 
1984- George Orwell  (IB Only) 
 
For IPad, Kindred, and Other Devices  
 
http://www.openculture.com/free_ebooks 
 
Assignments for the books are on the back side of this 
brochure. 

 

Ben L. Smith High School 
Summer Reading Assignment 

2019 



Reading Assignment 
 

Directions: You must choose three different assign-
ments.  You cannot repeat an assignment. The assign-
ments you choose must form a winning  
combination in Tic Tac Toe.  Each task contains a 
description of the expectations. Your three Tic Tac 
Toe assignments are due within the 1st ten days of 
class in August (Fall Semester English) or in  
January (Spring Semester English).   
Any plagiarism will result in an automatic zero. 
 
 
 
Pick a winning tic-tac-toe row to complete using the grid 
above. Descriptions can be found in the next section of 
this brochure. 

Assignment Questions 

1. Write 10 multiple choice test questions    

pertaining to the novel.  You must have at 

least 4 answer choices (the wrong ones must 

be plausible enough for people to be tricked) 

for each question and you must include an 

answer key.  

2. Complete a pretend interview with the   

author. Include at least 12 questions and 

answers. Your questions should pertain to 

why the author wrote the book, possible 

inspirations or life experiences that led to it.  

3. Create a character’s “sound track.” Explain 

how the songs you chose reflect the       

character’s conflicts, development, internal 

state of mind, or plot/action.  You need at 

least 5 songs that correspond with 5 different    

scenarios from the novel.  

4. Design a replica of a symbol from the novel.  

You may not draw/paint/illustrate.  It must 

be a tangible object that you made.  

5. Create a movie poster for your book.  You 

must include a picture, a quote from the 

novel that serves as a caption, a rating (PG, 

R, etc), and real actors and actresses who 

would star in your film adaptation (not the 

actors who actually did star in the movie).  

6. Re-create the story in another literary medium. 

You may use choose from the following: 

graphic novel, children’s book, drama (play), 

or poem. Your new version must contain the 

same overall plot and must be at least two 

pages in length. 

7.  Write an additional chapter to the novel that 

takes place after the conclusion.  It should  

follow the same literary style of the original 

and should maintain the same themes and 

symbols.  It must be at least two pages in 

length.  

8. Notes and Quotes: Choose a theme from the 

novel.  For the chosen theme, locate and copy 

5 quotes from the text that exemplify the 

theme.  For each selected quote, write a 2-3 

sentence analysis of how that quote           

exemplifies the theme.  

9. Locate 10 words you encounter during your 

reading of the novel that you don’t know.  

For each word, write the dictionary definition.  

Following your list of 10 words with their  

definitions, write a book review of the novel 

and include all 10 of the words you have se-

lected.  

If there are questions, feel free to email the English 

Department. 

   


